Role of bicarbonate at the acceptor side of Photosystem II.
Besides being the substrate for the carboxylation reaction of photosynthesis, CO(2) (bicarbonate) is required for the activity of Photosystem II (water plastoquinone oxido-reductase). It plays a role on the electron donor side as well as the electron acceptor side. In this contribution, attention will mostly be focused on the history of research into the effects of bicarbonate on electron flow reactions on the acceptor side. Donor side reactions are discussed in this issue by Alan Stemler.